Smoking-induced squamous-cell cancer of the nose.
Squamous-cell cancer (SCC) isolated to the anterior nose is uncommon. Numerous industrial and environmental contaminants have been implicated as causative factors in nasal carcinoma. The association between nasal cancer and smoking was recognized in the 1980s, but results have not been consistent and no possible mechanisms have been suggested. The case histories of 11 patients with SCC limited to the anterior nasal cavity were reviewed. The authors found no relationship with exposures to chemicals previously implicated in nasal cancer. Nine patients with SCC were exposed to cigarette smoke (mean = 103 pack-years). Cigarette smoke may induce cancer directly, thus affecting the mucosa, or by inducing genetic alterations. The authors favor the former mechanism.